BRUMAIRE

But by this time first impressions have passed, and no
doubt you are anxious to resume the part befitting a dis-
tinguished savant, which should be as alien to any spirit of
partisanship as patriotism itself.

I remember reading an excellent report you wrote on the
ratification of the treaty of Campoformio, which fixed
for ever the destinies of your own country, Belgium. No
sensible man can suppose that the peace which Europe still
demands can be reached by way of factions, and the disorder
to which they lead.

I want you all to rally round the mass of the people.
The simple title of French citizen is worth far more than
that of Royalist, Clichien, Jacobin, Feuillant, or any of those
thousand-and-one denominations which have sprung,
during the past ten years, from the spirit of faction, and
which are hurling the nation into an abyss from which the
time has at last come to rescue it, once and for all.

That is the aim of all my efforts. It is that upon which is
centred, from this moment, the regard of all thoughtful
men, the esteem of the people, and the hope of glory.

[CoRRESP., vi, 4398. Napoleon landed at Frejus on October 9, and
reached Paris on the i6th. The coup d'etat of i8th Brumaire (November
9-11) placed him in power. J. F. Baron de Beytz was a distinguished
Belgian suspected of opposing Napoleon's rise to power.]
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

NOTE DICTATED TO LUCIEN BONAPARTE, MINISTER FOR HOME

AFFAIRS

PARIS, December 25, 1799.

IF I had not to go to war, I should initiate the prosperity
of France through the local authorities. If one is to regener-
ate a nation, it is much simpler to deal with its inhabitants
a thousand at a time than to pursue the romantic ideal of
individual welfare. Each local body in France represents
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